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homes by tanya collins

International real estate development 
company, Azure Urban Developments 
has engaged me to conceive the 
interior collections for their first 
condominium development in 
Ottawa. As I undertook this large-
scale project, I wondered how I would 
infuse the same level of quality and 
style as I do for my residential clientele. 
I took my inspiration from Leonardo 
da Vinci’s quote “Simplicity is the 
ultimate sophistication”. Whether 
designing for a large space or a small 
space this approach works. Here are 
three tips.

First and foremost, items which are 
focal points (meaning, those that draw 
your eye instantly into a space) should 
not be compromised. Lighting is one 
such example. Don’t get caught up in 
brand names. Just because a fixture is 
not a known designer does not mean 

that it is not beautiful. It all relates to 
scale (how it is sized relative to the 
space) and how it harmonizes with the 
rest of the materials. For example, in 
one of the kitchen concepts pictured 
below, I found the look of a high-
end island pendant and made it more 
affordable. It’s a win-win scenario 
for the buyer and developer – both 
want their place to look amazing at a 
reasonable price point.

Second, look for those extra details 
that I think really matter to the overall 
design aesthetic — and even more so 
when every inch counts. Are there 
built-in appliances? For example, does 
your fridge stick out well into the 
middle of the aisle? Does the kitchen 
have a particular style or does it look 
generic? Hardware, backsplash tile 
selection, and island counter finishing 
all matter and it doesn’t have to be 

high end to look good. It is all in how 
you combine the materials together.

Third, look at the functionality of the 
space. Just because a condo is smaller 
than a house doesn’t mean it has to be 
short on storage. For example the wall 
of built-ins opposite the L-shaped 
kitchen in the one-bedroom suite 
of The Azure not only doubles the 
storage capacity but also extends the 
size of the kitchen by having cabinetry 
spanning both sides of the space. 

In addition, look for islands in 
kitchens. These not only extend the 
available counter and serving space 
but can also function as an eating 
area. This makes it especially useful 
for entertaining when all guests tend 
to end up in the kitchen when you are 
serving food or wine. It can also be a 
great space-saving solution rather than 
having a formalized dining room zone 
that no one uses, especially in the case 
of a one-bedroom suite.

Below (and on the next page) are 5 
examples of the same kitchen space 
that show how the choice of finishes 
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With the condominium craze in the Capital, there is no better time 

to discuss the interior details that make one and two bedroom suites 

livable. When space is at a premium, it doesn’t mean that quality and 

style need to be compromised. 
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can exude a very different feeling style-
wise — from classic to transitional to 
modern. Test your design “savviness” 
by rating all 5 of the Azure kitchen 
concepts from least expensive to 
most expensive. Send your answers 
to alessandra@ottawalife.com for 
an all-access pass to the Ottawa Life 
launch party to celebrate the Spaces 
Issue coming March/April 2013. The 
answers will be published in the Spaces 
Issue — so stay tuned. ■ 

Tanya Collins, www.tanyacollinsdesign.comOn the phone from his parents’ farm in Lakefield, Ont., 
singer-songwriter Royal Wood sounds bright, upbeat, 

albeit, a little out of breath. On a rare but welcome break 
from a blistering touring schedule for his latest album We 
Were Born To Glory, Wood is already at work at a different 
task: shoveling snow. 

Never one to slow down, this is Wood’s idea of resting up before the last stop in 
his fall theatre cross-Canada Glory Tour, the National Arts Centre.

After the success of his 2010 album The Waiting, a collection of finely-crafted 
plaintive songs which earned him a Juno Award nomination for Songwriter of the 
Year, Wood toured extensively, completing four Canadian tours, as well as various 
shows in the United States and Europe. But he soon found himself looking for a 
new direction. “I was definitely road weary, and kind of bottlenecked in terms of 
being able to have some sort of creative output,” said Wood. 

So he moved to Montreal, unplugged his phone and computer and wrote roughly 
50 songs that he then narrowed down to 13 for his latest record, We Were Born 
To Glory. Positive and uplifting, this new record is certainly a departure from the 
beautifully melancholy songs that he is known for. But for Wood, it’s much more 
than that: it represents his maturity. He described his 20s as a ‘blur’, an unsettled 
period in his life where he was still trying to figure out who he was and what 
he wanted. 

“Being in my 30s now and being married… you gravitate toward what’s really 
important. I’m just in a really good place, so my music is more positive than it’s 
ever been,” said Wood. “My life definitely channels itself into my music.” 

What stands out about We Were Born To Glory is not just the fresh positive vibe, but 
the production style. Wood collaborated with long-time guitarist Dean Drouillard 
to create a sound that matched the bold lyrical ground he was undertaking, 
incorporating percussive loops into his music for the first time. 

“Going into waters I hadn’t charted before and pushing myself and wanting to 
reach my own potential, I had to make a record that sounded unlike anything I’d 
made before,” said Wood. 

Always one to challenge himself, Wood describes the Glory Tour as “a huge 
spectacle” that is louder and more epic sounding than previous shows, something 
that may be a surprise to his older fans, but that Wood says stays truest to the new 
album. “It’s the biggest show I’ve ever put on and it’s the largest band I’ve ever 
brought out on tour. It kind of runs that full journey that I feel the new record 
did,” said Wood.

Eleven years after the release of his first EP, Royal Wood is certainly not the 
brooding twenty-something balladeer anymore. But even in his new role of 
happily married family man, he’s nowhere near finished.

“In part, I feel like I’m just getting started,” said Wood. ■
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